IT was on April 6, 1870, that the Croydon Microscopic Club, the forernnner of the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society, held its inaugural meeting, so the Society is practically a contemporary of NATURE. According to the early records, about a hundred and fifty were present at the meeting, "not all of the savantissime school, it is true-but the majority evincing an earnest desire for the pursuit of science in one of its most interesting branches". Microscopical demonstrations were arranged. The chair was taken by Mr. H. Lee, who reported that the Club included three fellows of the Royal Society, four of the Linnean Society, three of the Geological Society (one of whom was treasurer of the Club), and several members of the Royal Microscopical Society and the Quekett Microscopical Club. Among the speakers were Frank Buckland and Dr. J. S. Bowerbank, F.R.S.
Further meetings were held during 1870. On May 4, J. W. Flower read a paper on the microscopical organisms of the flints. On May 14, the Club formed a party with members of the Quekett to explore the River Wandie for freshwater organisms. The quest was apparently not very successful, but mention is made of the fact that the party managed to obtain adequate refreshment of bacon and eggs, cold beef, tea, etc., at the "Greyhonnd". On May 28, the Club visited the house and grounds, at Park Hill, of Mr. Flower, who "had provided 2 cart loads of Flints for them to crack" in search of fossil foraminifera, etc. ; "the popping of champagne corks was frequently heard above the sonnd of the geological hammers". On July 30, Mr. H. W. Peek, M.P., entertained the Club, and on November 30, the Club's first soiree, with exhibits, was held in the Public Hall, Croydon. Lest it be thought that undue prominence was given to refreshment of the body rather than the mind, we hasten to add that the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society, the honorary secretary of which is Capt. B. V. Pring, 33 The Windings, Sanderstead, Surrey, has a distinguished scientific record and normally holds regular meetings twice a month at the Central Library, Croydon. The epidemics which theoretically might be produced artificially by these means include malaria, yellow fever, bacillary dysentery, diphtheria, typhus, plague, cholera, enteric fever, Malta fever, tuberculosis, smallpox, influenza, rabies, poliomyelitis and epidemic encephalitis, while the principal epizootics would be glanders, anthrax, foot-and-mouth disease, peri-pneumonia of cattle, and pernicious anmmia of horses. Special circumstances, however, are required to produce epidemics and epizootics, and attempts have repeatedly been made to destroy certain animal species, particularly locusts, without success.
Dr. Sarfati comes to the conclusion that while bacteriological warfare is not impossible, it would only succeed in strictly localized areas, in which case the ordinary methods of prophylaxis, including the use of serums and vaccines, would prevent the spread of infection.
Sir Leonard Woolley and Indian Archa:ological Studies
As anticipated, the reception accorded by Indian opinion to Sir Leonard Woolley's report on the Archmological Department and the state of archmological research in IndiP can only be described as mixed. To a great extent, criticism of its findings has been inspired by umbrage taken that his expert advice should have been invited by the authorities and his verdict received and published, without sufficient regard being paid to the views and opinions of those among the Indians themselves considered competent to judge. Thus it may be considered that it was to some extent a reaction against any attempt on the part of the Government to restrict existing archmological activities in the field that was responsible for the resolution of the Archaic and
